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Revelation (Apocalypse)
IGNATIUS CATHOLIC STUDY BIBLE QUESTIONS

Welcome
“You are approaching the ‘word of God’. But for thousands of years, . . . the Word of God has been approaching you.”

The following guide is provided to enhance your reading of the Revelation to Saint John (the Apocalypse) using the 
Ignatius Catholic Study Bible. If you are new to this resource or to reading the Bible, we recommend you read the 
general Introduction before you begin. It explains what it means that Scripture is the Word of God as well as how we 
understand and interpret it as Catholics. It also introduces the special features of the Study Bible and tells how they 
can enrich your reading and study.

A simple rhythm of prayer followed by reading and reflection is offered below to guide you through the book one 
chapter at a time. Questions draw attention to key footnotes and word studies to lead you into a deeper understand-
ing of what you read and then prompt you to consider how to apply what you have learned. For a deeper dive, take 
advantage of additional features as you go: not just the other footnotes but also cross-references to Scripture and the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC ) that are provided above the footnotes as well as any maps, charts, or essays 
that are not touched on in the questions.

Don’t miss these helpful icons as you read! They highlight footnotes that pertain to the Church’s criteria for interpret-
ing Scripture (see CCC 112–14):

4  Be attentive to the content and unity of 
Scripture 
Notes marked with a Bible icon connect Old Testament pas-
sages and New Testament mysteries, fostering appreciation 
for God’s unified plan.

5  Read Scripture in light of the Church’s 
living tradition 
This icon marks notes drawn from the Holy Spirit’s guid-
ance of Church teaching and the spiritual senses of scripture. 
Here you’ll find official teaching as well as interpretations 
from Fathers, Doctors, and saints of the Church.

6  Be attentive to the “analogy of faith”
Explore notes marked with an icon of keys to learn how the 
mysteries of faith, revealed in Scripture and defined by the 
Church, clarify and connect with one another in a unified, 
coherent way.

May God bless you as you read his word!
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Philippians 2

d Or slave.
* 2:6, in the form of God : The Greek shows that divine attributes, and 
therefore nature, are implied here. It is not the divine nature he set no store 
by, but equality of treatment and recognition of his divinity.
† 2:7, emptied himself of this external recognition, which was his right.

2:9–11: Rom 10:9; 14:9; Eph 1:20–21. 2:13: 1 Cor 15:10. 2:15: Mt 5:45, 48.

of God, * did not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, 7but emptied himself, † taking the 
form of a servant, d being born in the likeness of 
men. 8And being found in human form he humbled 
himself and became obedient unto death, even death 
on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name which is above 
every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Shining as Lights in the World
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always 

obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but 
much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; 13for God is at 
work in you, both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure.

14 Do all things without grumbling or ques- 
tioning, 15that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation, among whom you 

5 2:7 emptied himself: The Greek verb kenoō means  
 “empty out” or “render void”. The idea is, not that 

Christ divested himself of divinity when he united himself with 
humanity, but that he restricted his rightful exercise of cer-
tain divine abilities during his earthly life and accepted certain 
limitations of the human condition. In effect, the Son of God 
made himself poor in order to make us rich with his grace  
(2 Cor 8:9) (CCC 472). • Christ emptied himself by compress-
ing the glory of his Godhead within our smallness. What he 
always was remained perfect and incomprehensible, but what 
he assumed was in proportion to the measure of our nature 
(St. Gregory of Nyssa, Against Apollinarius).

2:8 death on a cross: The ultimate indignity. Death by cru-
cifixion was the most awful and degrading form of criminal 
 execution in the ancient world. The Romans reserved it for 
slaves and insurrectionists. See note on Mk 15:24.

2:9 exalted him: By raising him from the dead, enthroning 
him in heaven, and clothing his humanity with divine glory. A 
similar destiny awaits all who humble themselves as Jesus did 
(3:21; Lk 14:11).

4 2:10 every knee should bow: An allusion to the divine  
 oath in Is 45:23. • Yahweh swore that all peoples, to 

the very end of the earth, would acknowledge his Lordship and 
bow before him in homage. Paul moves Christ into the center 
of this prophecy as the divine Lord destined to be revered by 
all. heaven . . . earth . . . under the earth: The three principal 
realms in the world view of ancient Israel (Ex 20:4). Homage 
will come from all creatures great and small— the angels and 
saints above, the family of man and beasts spread over the 
earth, and the dead and the demons of the underworld.

2:11 confess: I.e., acknowledge. Included in this open dec-
laration is the account we give of our lives on the Day of Judg-
ment (suggested by Paul’s interpretation of Is 45:23 in Rom 
14:10–12). The Hebrew version of Isaiah indicates that this 
confession will be given in the form of an oath. Lord: The divine 
title given to Yahweh throughout the Greek OT. The same title 
was used for Roman emperors. Neither the divine honor it 
accords to Christ nor the challenge this poses to Caesar would 
be lost on Paul’s readers (CCC 446–50).

5 2:12 work out your own salvation: I.e., make con-  
 tinued efforts at living the gospel and pursuing your 

heavenly reward. The statement assumes that while our initial 
salvation had nothing to do with our works (Eph 2:8–9), our 
final salvation depends on a lifetime of keeping the faith (2 Tim 
4:7–8), following the commandments (Mt 19:17), persevering 
in good works (Rom 2:7), striving for holiness (Heb 12:14), 
praying in earnest (1 Thess 5:17), and fighting against the forces 
of evil (Eph 6:11) and the selfish demands of the flesh, which 
drag us down (Rom 8:13; 1 Cor 9:24–27). This obligation is so 

serious that we pursue it with fear and trembling, i.e., with a 
sense of awe at serving the living God and a sense of dread at 
the prospect of sinning against him (Ex 20:18–20; Ps 2:11–12). 
Encouragement comes in the next verse, where Paul reminds 
readers that God’s grace is working actively within them both to 
desire (intention) and do (act) what pleases him (Heb 13:20–
21; CCC 308) (CCC 1949). • When Paul commands them to 
“work”, he addresses their free will. When he adds “with fear 
and trembling”, he cautions them against boasting as if their 
good deeds were their own. If you fear and tremble, you will 
not boast of your good works, since it is God who works them 
within you (St. Augustine, On Grace and Free Will 21).

4 2:15 perverse generation: An excerpt from Deut 32:5.  
 • Deuteronomy 32 is the famous “Song of Moses”, a 

poetic lawsuit that begins by indicting Israel for its apostasy 
and ingratitude during the Exodus. Paul’s appeal to do all 

Word Study

A Thing to Be Grasped (Phil 2:6)
Harpagmos (Gk.): A rare term that is never used 
in the Greek OT and is found only here in the NT. 
Occurrences of the word in secular Greek refer to 
“robbery”. Its meaning in Phil 2:6 is a matter of 
considerable debate. Four interpretations represent 
the leading views of ancient and modern times. 
(1) Some, like the Latin Fathers, take it to mean 
“something seized”. Jesus did not consider equality 
with God something he had aggressively acquired 
for himself, since it belonged to him by nature 
and right. (2) Others, like several Greek Fathers, 
understand it to mean “something held fast”. 
On this reading, Jesus did not regard his divine 
prerogatives as a prize possession to which he 
needed to cling at all costs. (3) Still others prefer 
the meaning “something to be seized that is not 
already possessed”. The point here is that Jesus, 
as a man, did not see the prerogatives of God as 
something he should reach for or seek to acquire. 
(4) Lastly, and perhaps most convincingly, some 
interpret this term as part of a Greek idiom that 
means “something to be exploited for personal 
gain”. This reading would indicate that Jesus, 
unlike so many ambitious rulers of the ancient 
world, did not view his divine dignity as something 
to be used for selfish purposes. Rather, the eternal 
Son lowered himself into history to come among us 
as a servant (Lk 22:27; Rom 15:3, 8; Phil 2:7).
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Prepare
Read the Introduction to Revelation. What one thing stands out to you, that you would like to remember?

Read the Outline of Revelation to get an overview of the book. What are its major divisions?

Pray 
Use the following questions to guide your reading of Revelation, going at a pace that is comfortable to you. 
Before you begin each new section, pray simply for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit:

Come, Holy Spirit, open my heart to hear and receive these words as what they truly are, the 
Word of God. Enlighten my understanding and give me grace to put what I read into practice in 
my life. Amen.

Read and Reflect 
Read and reflect on Revelation as follows:

•	 Pray before you read

•	 Read a section of biblical text by itself

•	 Read the text again, referring to the notes that accompany the text 

•	 For deeper understanding and to aid in applying what you read, answer the questions that follow. The 
references at the top of each numbered question correspond to particular notes.

At the end of each chapter, review what you have written and linger where you feel drawn, asking the Lord 
to speak to your heart and into your life. What do you hear? Respond in prayer and ask his help to live what 
you hear in your attitudes and actions this week.
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Chapter 1

For Understanding

Revelation 1:1
•	 How is the message of Revelation mediated?

•	 What does the note of immediacy in the book indicate about its fulfillment?

Word Study: Revelation (Revelation 1:1).

•	 What does the Greek word apokalypsis mean?

•	 As used in the Bible, to what does it always refer?

•	 How can mysteries be unveiled?

•	 Why is the title Revelation an apt one for this particular book?
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•	 What does the connection with the Book of Daniel imply for the meaning of Revelation?

Revelation 1:7
•	 How is the towering expectation of Christ’s coming in Revelation envisioned in the Book of Daniel? 

•	 In the Book of Zechariah?

•	 How does John blend these two visions into one?

•	 What events, historical and eschatological, signal its fulfillment?

Revelation 1:12–17
•	 What does the inaugural vision of Revelation describe?

•	 How does this depiction of Jesus recall the visions of Daniel and Ezekiel?

•	 What is John’s response?
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Revelation 1:12
•	 What are the seven golden lampstands?

•	 What do they symbolize?

•	 What image from Zechariah do the lampstands evoke, and of what is it a reminder for John?

For Application

Revelation 1:3
•	 When Scripture is read aloud during the liturgy, do you hear it as just another spiritual reading or as the Word 

of God that you are called to apply to your life?

•	 What blessing might be yours if you follow the latter approach?

Revelation 1:7
•	 What practical effect does the promise of Jesus’ return at the end of time (the Parousia) have on how you live  

your life?

•	 How near or remote is it to you?
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•	 How does it affect your faith?

Revelation 1:10
•	 Read the note for this verse. Do you regularly set aside time for personal prayer?

•	 How much time do you usually devote to it and how often? If you take time for personal prayer, what effect does 
it have on your relationship with God? If you do not take time for personal prayer, how might you best begin to 
do so?

Revelation 1:16
•	 What does the image of a “sharp two-edged sword” coming from Jesus’ mouth suggest to you?

•	 Why is the detail that the sword has two sharp edges important?



Revelation

7

Chapter 2

For Understanding

Revelation 2:1—3:22
•	 Where are the seven churches in relation to each other?

•	 How can we view John’s letters to them in the five ways mentioned: traditionally, geographically, structurally, 
spiritually, and historically?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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Revelation 2:6
•	 Who were the Nicolaitans?

•	 What is John’s concern about them?

Revelation 2:7
•	 To what does the repeated expression “him who conquers” refer?

•	 What do the seven letters reveal?

•	 What does the “tree of life” signify?

•	 How is this promise a subtle one in connection with Ephesus?

•	 What is its significance in relation to Christ?

Revelation 2:9
•	 Why does John refer to members of a “synagogue of Satan”?
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•	 What did the exemption of Jews from the worship of the emperors have to do with their relationship with 
Christians?

•	 What kind of crime was the Christian refusal to acknowledge the deity of Caesar?

Revelation 2:14
•	 To what does the “teaching of Balaam” refer here?

•	 What was the role of Balaam in Num 22–24?

•	 What does Christ’s warning about the perpetrators of these sins have to do with Balaam’s fate?

For Application

Revelation 2:2–5
•	 According to these verses, why is orthodoxy in belief not enough?

•	 Since these verses are addressed to a local church (though individual Christians should take note), how can a 
community repent of a falling away from the love it once had?
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•	 What might the consequences be of remaining orthodox but loveless?

Revelation 2:9–11
•	 How would you encourage a person or group whose current trials were obviously going to get worse before they 

got better?

•	 Have you been through similar situations?

•	 What do these verses ask of the Christian, and what hope do they offer?

Revelation 2:14–17
•	 How do you think the “teaching of Balaam” and the laxity of the Nicolaitans apply to the present-day Church?

•	 How might a stronger devotion to the Eucharist help the situation?

•	 If a “new name” in Scripture means a new identity, how should that identity affect the life of the Church on earth?
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Revelation 2:19–20
•	 How might an active, vibrant Christian community be susceptible to the influence of a charismatic figure who 

would lead it astray?

•	 What complaint does the Spirit have against such a community?

•	 According to v. 25, what should the community do?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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Chapter 3

For Understanding

Revelation 3:4
•	 By whom are white garments worn?

•	 What do they symbolize?

•	 Why will many in Sardis not be clothed in white garments?

Revelation 3:7
•	 Where was ancient Philadelphia, and what was the city like?

•	 What is the “key of David”, and what does it have to do with Jesus?

•	 What does Is 22:22 say about this key?

•	 What does the image of the key imply in this passage from Revelation?
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Revelation 3:12
•	 What does it mean to be a “pillar in the temple”?

•	 With what does the stability of the pillar contrast?

•	 Why are the faithful marked with the name of God?

Revelation 3:16
•	 What is the connection between the temperature of Laodicea’s water and the fervor of its Christians?

For Application

Revelation 3:1–2
•	 Visible enthusiasm or lack of it aside, what are some criteria for recognizing from its works when a community is 

spiritually dead? (Hint: Reflect on 1 Cor 13, Gal 5:13–25, or Jas 2.) How might a spiritually dead community return  
to life?

Revelation 3:2
•	 By contrast, how would one recognize a community, regardless of its size or wealth or organization, that is 

spiritually alive?
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Revelation 3:10–11
•	 What are some of the advantages and some of the dangers in parish or community renewal programs?

•	 How can a parish or community “hold fast” to its spiritual heritage without becoming stodgy?

•	 How can it make changes without losing what it has?

Revelation 3:15–20
•	 What are some of the dangers of prosperity for individuals or groups?

•	 According to these verses, why is it not a disadvantage for a person or group to experience hard times?

•	 What does a person or group who is undergoing difficult times need to do about the situation, according to v. 20?
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Chapter 4

For Understanding

Revelation 4:1—5:14
•	 How does the third phase of the Book of Revelation begin?

•	 What happens in these chapters?

•	 What is their dual focus?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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•	 How does the liturgical setting in heaven allude to the cultic figures and fixtures of the Jerusalem Temple?

•	 What ancient belief do these and similar scenes express about the Temple?

Revelation 4:4
•	 Whom do the 24 elders represent?

•	 Upon what is the symbolism based?

Revelation 4:6
•	 What are the “four living creatures”?

•	 What do they symbolize?

•	 How does their appearance resemble the visions of Isaiah and Ezekiel?

•	 How does tradition connect these creatures with the four evangelists?
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Revelation 4:8
•	 What hymn are the creatures chanting?

•	 What is the threefold repetition of “holy” a Hebrew way of saying?

For Application

Revelation 4:1
•	 Eastern Catholic Churches have as many as three doors leading into the sanctuary, and doors form an important 

part of the Eastern liturgy. What is the symbolism behind a closed door? An open door?

•	 Where does this door lead? Look again at 3:20: To what or to whom is the door to your heart open (or closed)?

Revelation 4:5
•	 Read the note for this verse. What is the symbolic connection between the Holy Spirit and fire?

•	 Why fire (as opposed simply to, say, light )?

•	 Do you have a personal relationship with the Holy Spirit?
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Revelation 4:8
•	 What is God’s holiness?

•	 What does his holiness do to you?

•	 In what ways are you aware of God’s holiness?

Revelation 4:10
•	 What things does a crown symbolize?

•	 Why would the 24 elders cast their crowns (with everything they symbolize) before God’s throne?

•	 What might that action suggest for your approach to God?
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Chapter 5

For Understanding

Revelation 5:1
•	 What is the scroll?

•	 What does it look like?

•	 As seen in the subsequent context, what is the role of Christ?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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Revelation 5:5
•	 What are the OT sources for the messianic titles for Jesus?

Revelation 5:6
•	 Though John expects to see a lion, what does he actually see?

•	 How many times does this designation for Christ appear in Revelation?

•	 How does Christ forever appear, and what does his posture symbolize?

•	 What do seven horns and seven eyes represent?

Revelation 5:9–10
•	 What does the worship of the Lamb indicate about him?

•	 What does the imagery of the song recall?

•	 What does it celebrate here?
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For Application

Revelation 5:6
•	 The image of the Lamb standing as though slain upon an altar is a common symbol of the eucharistic liturgy in 

religious art. How does it communicate the meaning of the Mass?

•	 What response does it evoke in you?

Revelation 5:9–10
•	 These verses allude to your participation in the kingly and priestly roles of Jesus. At the eucharistic liturgy, how 

does the priest’s role mirror that of Christ?

•	 How do we, as the lay faithful, participate in this priestly ministry?

Revelation 5:11
•	 If a myriad is Greek for the number 10,000, consider the number of angels and saints who join us in worship. 

What might the sheer quantity of fellow worshipers suggest for your participation in the Mass?

Revelation 5:12–14
•	 Of the four principal forms of prayer—adoration, thanksgiving, petition, and repentance—which do you see 

most often in the Mass?
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•	 Which do you do most often when you pray privately?

•	 If God does not need our worship, why should we worship him?

Chapter 6

For Understanding

Revelation 6:1—8:5
•	 What does the breaking of the seven seals bring about?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:



Revelation

23

•	 What do these seals parallel in Jesus’ preaching?

•	 What does history tell us about their fulfillment?

•	 What relationship do the sevenfold disasters mentioned bear to the Torah?

•	 Although devastating, for what are these disasters merely a prelude?

•	 In Revelation, for what do they serve as the backdrop?

Revelation 6:1–8
•	 When are the four horsemen summoned, and what does each symbolize?

•	 From where in the Prophets does this vision come?

•	 What message does Revelation communicate by means of these images?
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Revelation 6:9
•	 To what is the altar mentioned here a heavenly counterpart?

•	 Who are those slain for the word?

•	 Why do their pleas for justice come from beneath the altar?

•	 What is martyrdom thus portrayed as being?

Revelation 6:17
•	 Of what is the act of standing a sign?

•	 Who assumes this posture in Revelation?

•	 About what were Nahum and Malachi warning?
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For Application

Revelation 6:1–8
•	 Read the note for these verses. In what ways are punishment and chastisement both similar and different?

•	 Ideally, what is the purpose of each?

Revelation 6:9–11
•	 Why might our age be considered an age of martyrs?

•	 If the prospect of sacrificing your life for your faith were to become a reality, what would you do?

Revelation 6:12–14
•	 Has your own or your family’s life ever been shaken by sudden turns of events? If so, what effects did this have 

on you, particularly in terms of your faith, your hope, and your love?

Revelation 6:16–17
•	 What is the wrath of God?
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•	 If God is Love, as Christians believe, why does Scripture speak—even in the New Testament—of divine wrath?

Chapter 7

For Understanding

Revelation 7:3
•	 What is the purpose of a seal?

•	 Who receives the seal in this vision?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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•	 With what does the seal of God contrast within the broader context of Revelation?

•	 How does the entire scene parallel Ezek 9:1–7?

Revelation 7:5–8
•	 What two irregularities stand out in the enumeration of the 12 tribes?

•	 What may explain each irregularity?

•	 Whatever the precise reason for these irregularities, why was the number kept at 12?

Revelation 7:9
•	 Who are in the “great multitude” that John sees?

•	 Whom does the uncountable throng represent?

•	 For what were palm branches used?
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•	 What is the OT background for this vision?

For Application

Revelation 7:2–3
•	 When you make the sign of the Cross, what are you acknowledging?

Word Study: Shelter (Revelation 7:15).

•	 What does the Greek word for “to shelter” mean?

•	 What memory from the OT inspires its usage?

•	 From John’s perspective, what function does the Tabernacle serve?

•	 How then does Revelation use the verb “to shelter”?
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•	 What is the significance of being sealed with this sign in Confirmation?

Revelation 7:4–8
•	 Read the note for v. 4. How many messianic Jews, Jewish Christians, or Hebrew Catholics do you know?

•	 What contribution to Christian—especially Catholic—faith do Jewish/Hebrew Christians offer?

Revelation 7:9–12
•	 How much time per week do you spend in adoration of God (that is, without asking him for anything)?

•	 What can you learn from vv. 10 and 12 about how to offer prayers of adoration?

Revelation 7:14–17
•	 Which of the three theological virtues (faith, hope, and love) do these verses describe?

•	 What is the focal point of this virtue?
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•	 How might you gain strength in your practice of this virtue?

Chapter 8

For Understanding

Revelation 8:1
•	 What kind of silence does the “silence in heaven” recall?

•	 Of what other kind of silence does Jewish tradition speak?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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•	 What, then, is happening in the context of this background?

Revelation 8:3
•	 How do the priests on earth resemble angels in heaven?

•	 Who comprise the company of all the saints in heaven?

•	 What doctrine is the basis for their intercession?

Revelation 8:7—11:19
•	 How do the coming seven trumpet blasts compare with what happened with the preceding seven seals?

•	 The following seven bowls?

•	 On what scriptural events are the first four trumpet blasts modeled?

Revelation 8:11
•	 What is wormwood, and what does it symbolize?
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•	 What is the connection here with the story in Ex 15:22–25?

For Application

Revelation 8:1
•	 What is the value of silence for prayer?

•	 What is the difference between “dead” silence and a living silence?

•	 Which better characterizes your experience of prayer?

Revelation 8:3–4
•	 What characteristics make incense a good symbol for prayer?

•	 According to the note for v. 3, what kind of prayer is being offered here?

Revelation 8:6
•	 For what are trumpets used in the Bible?
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•	 What kind of response do you think they are intended to evoke?

Chapter 9

For Understanding

Revelation 9:1–12
•	 What happens when the fifth trumpet sounds?

•	 What are the warrior locusts?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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•	 What restrictions are placed on their activity?

•	 What do these limitations suggest?

•	 How does this plague compare with the vision of the prophet Joel?

Revelation 9:1
•	 Of what is the fallen star a traditional image?

•	 To what does the “bottomless pit” correspond?

•	 In the cosmology of Israel, who dwelt there?

•	 How does Christ control this realm?

Revelation 9:11
•	 What do the names Abaddon and Apollyon mean in their original languages?
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•	 With what is Abaddon associated in the OT?

Revelation 9:13–21
•	 What force does the sixth trumpet unbind?

•	 How are these beasts different in their destructiveness from the locusts?

For Application

Revelation 9:3–6
•	 What do locusts normally eat?

•	 According to John, whom are they supposed to attack?

•	 What would have protected them?

Revelation 9:7–11
•	 Although the locusts are ferocious in appearance and are led by “the Destroyer”, what damage are they allowed 

to do to the followers of the Lamb (see v. 4)?
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•	 How is this similar to the authority Satan has over the followers of Jesus?

Revelation 9:15–19
•	 If “the wages of sin is death” (Rom 6:23), how does this killing show divine justice?

•	 “Since all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:23), what is the source of our hope that we 
might enter heaven?

Revelation 9:20–21
•	 Why do you think the scale of the killing in the previous verses only hardens the hearts of some people?

•	 Based on your experience, how common is this reaction?
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Chapter 10

For Understanding

Revelation 10:1—11:14
•	 What is happening between the sixth and seventh trumpet?

•	 What does it set in motion?

•	 What does it mean for John?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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Revelation 10:1–11
•	 What does the angel that John sees look like?

•	 What does the angel of the Lord do elsewhere in Scripture?

•	 How is the Book of Daniel pertinent?

•	 What do the similarities between Dan 10–12 and Rev 10 imply about the timetable of the prophecy?

Revelation 10:7
•	 What is happening to the “mystery of God”?

•	 Where in the OT is the link between the “mystery” and the messianic “kingdom” forged?

Revelation 10:9
•	 Why is John told to take and eat the scroll?

•	 Why does the message taste sweet but then turn sour?
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•	 On what other Scripture passage is the scene modeled?

For Application

Revelation 10:4
•	 If you had to describe to someone else, such as a spiritual director, what is happening in your spiritual life, how 

easy or hard would it be for you to do this?

•	 Why do you think many mystics have such difficulty discussing the content of their experiences?

Revelation 10:9
•	 What is your own prophetic role as a baptized Christian?

•	 What is the balance between sweetness and suffering in your exercise of this role?

Revelation 10:10
•	 In order to exercise a prophetic role, what must you first do, according to the first half of this verse?

•	 How would you do that?
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Revelation 10:11
•	 At whose initiative does the prophet perform his ministry?

•	 What is the role of vocation (or calling by the Lord) in what you do?

Chapter 11

For Understanding

Revelation 11:1
•	 Describe the prophetic action that John is asked to perform. What distinction is he told to make, and what is the 

significance of this?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:



Revelation

41

•	 Explain how different interpreters offer different answers to the question: What did John measure?

•	 What is the OT background for this symbolic action?

Revelation 11:2
•	 Explain two different ways one might read this verse. What is the meaning of the “forty-two months”?

•	 From where in the OT is this figure drawn?

Revelation 11:8
•	 What is the “great city” to which John refers?

Word Study: Witnesses (Revelation 11:3).

•	 In what four ways is the word “witness” used in the NT and in Christian history?

•	 Which of these is the dominant sense in the Book of Revelation?
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•	 What are its crimes?

•	 What is implied by its comparison to “Sodom” and “Egypt”?

Revelation 11:15–19
•	 What happens when the seventh trumpet sounds?

•	 What is the twofold biblical backdrop for this event?

For Application

Revelation 11:1
•	 In colloquial language, what does it mean to “take the measure” of something or someone?

•	 By what standard would you take the measure of your spiritual life?

Revelation 11:3–12
•	 How would you measure the health of the churches throughout the world that have undergone persecution over 

the last 75 years or so?
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•	 What are some examples?

•	 Why do you think such churches grow stronger rather than weaker?

Revelation 11:15
•	 What are some of the ways in which the expression “kingdom of God” can be understood?

•	 How can the existence of this kingdom be at once visible here and now and yet a mystery?

Revelation 11:19
•	 What considerations prompted many Church Fathers to link the Ark of the Covenant with Mary?

•	 How may the image of the Ark also be applied to the Church? To you yourself?
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Chapter 12

For Understanding

Revelation 12:1–6
•	 What three things does the woman of Rev 12 represent?

•	 What is the fourfold biblical background upon which John is drawing in his depiction of this scene?

Revelation 12:3
•	 What does the great red dragon represent?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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•	 What do his horns and his diadems symbolize?

•	 For what did this draconic serpent stand in the ancient Near East?

•	 What is he called, and how is he pictured?

Revelation 12:5
•	 Who is the “male child” that is born?

•	 What image connects him with Ps 2?

•	 How is this psalm fulfilled in Christ, according to the NT?

Revelation 12:13–17
•	 What happens when the devil is slammed down to earth?

•	 What does this imagery recall from OT narratives?
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For Application

Revelation 12:1
•	 Read the note for vv. 1–6. Why is the appearance of the woman called a “great sign”?

•	 What makes her a sign of Mary?

•	 What makes her a sign of the Church?

Revelation 12:3
•	 Why is the appearance of the dragon also called a sign? A sign of what?

Revelation 12:6, 14
•	 These verses mention the flight of the woman into the wilderness. What is God able to do for his people in the 

wilderness that is not done anywhere else?

Revelation 12:17
•	 Some theologians and spiritual writers speak of “spiritual warfare”. What does the term mean to you?
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•	 How might events in your life indicate that you are engaged in spiritual warfare?

•	 How is the Church at large engaged in it?

Chapter 13

For Understanding

Revelation 13:1–2
•	 In what ways does the beast from the sea mimic the Lamb and assume the posture of a rival?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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•	 From what OT vision do the animal features of the beast come?

•	 What is different about the way the OT and Revelation use this imagery?

Revelation 13:3
•	 What do the seven heads of the beast represent?

•	 What are two ways of understanding the healing of the beast’s mortal wound?

Revelation 13:17
•	 What choice does the beast force the world to make?

•	 What does the note suggest may be the historical background?

Revelation 13:18
•	 Of what is the number six hundred and sixty-six probably a cryptogram?

•	 Why is the reference to Nero as the beast entirely apt?
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•	 Where else in the Bible does the number 666 appear, and what is its significance?

•	 In light of this, what does the note suggest Solomon may typify?

For Application

Revelation 13:1–2
•	 Read the note for these verses. What do you think is the “beast” of our day?

•	 How does it mimic the role of religious faith?

Revelation 13:4
•	 What effects can you see of this “beast” in the world at large?

•	 Have you been affected by it?

•	 As the verse asks, how can you fight against it?
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Revelation 13:11
•	 Read the note for this verse. Again, what might this beast be in our time?

•	 That is, what in our culture looks innocent but speaks an insidious language that draws its listeners to worship 
the beast you identified just now?

Revelation 13:16–17
•	 Whose “mark” did you receive when you were baptized?

•	 Whose sign do you make upon yourself when you pray?

•	 How can this mark or sign fight against the authority of the beasts you identified?
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Chapter 14

For Understanding

Revelation 14:1
•	 What does Mount Zion represent here?

•	 Of what is the earthly Zion a visible model?

•	 In the OT, for what does Zion serve as the focal point?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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•	 What is its connection with John’s vision?

•	 What is the significance of the Lamb’s name and the Father’s name written on the foreheads of those gathered 
there?

Revelation 14:4
•	 What is the literal rendering of “they are chaste”?

•	 What two levels of meaning would this expression probably have?

Revelation 14:8
•	 Where was Babylon, and for what was it infamous?

•	 How does the way the angel speaks of the fall of this city resemble the OT oracles about the fall of Babylon?

Revelation 14:14–20
•	 How are the judgments of the righteous and the wicked described?
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•	 How does the analogy describe what happens to members of both groups?

•	 Where else in Scripture do similar scenes of divine judgment appear?

For Application

Revelation 14:4
•	 Why is chastity such a significant virtue for followers of Jesus?

•	 How important is this virtue for you, whether you are married or single?

Revelation 14:7
•	 Is God’s judgment something for Christians to be afraid of or to hope for?

•	 How do you view the prospect that God will sooner or later judge you?

Revelation 14:13
•	 Why are the dead who die in the Lord blessed?
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•	 What did judgment mean for them?

•	 Why is it appropriate to pray for their intercession?

Revelation 14:14–20
•	 Why is it appropriate that judgment should begin with the People of God?

•	 In the context of the note for these verses, what do the verses themselves indicate may be the outcome of that 
judgment?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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Chapter 15

For Understanding

Revelation 15:2–4
•	 What does John see and hear as a prelude to judgment?

•	 What song is being sung?

•	 What was the original song about, and how are the martyrs adapting it?

Revelation 15:6
•	 What is the significance of the bright linen?

•	 Why do the angels wear golden sashes?

Revelation 15:7
•	 What are the golden bowls?

•	 What idea is reinforced by the use of these bowls to pour out plagues?
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Revelation 15:8
•	 What is cutting off access to the throne room?

•	 What three OT events does it recall?

For Application

Revelation 15:3a
•	 Why is singing an appropriate response to victory?

•	 How does singing sometimes enhance the experience of prayer?

Revelation 15:3b–4
•	 If God does not need our praise, why do we praise him?

•	 How are these verses a good model for a prayer of praise?

Revelation 15:6
•	 What is the main function of an angel?
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•	 Why would these angels be dressed as Levitical priests?

•	 What do angelic and priestly functions have to do with your role as a baptized Christian in the world?

Revelation 15:8
•	 What does the term glory mean in ordinary usage?

•	 When applied to God?

•	 If entering into that glory is your final destiny, why should God hide it from you now?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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Chapter 16

For Understanding

Revelation 16:1–21
•	 How is the emptying of the seven bowls of wrath unlike the cycle of the seven seals and the seven trumpets?

•	 On which of the Exodus plagues are five of the seven bowls modeled?

Revelation 16:12
•	 Where is the river Euphrates?

•	 What is its connection with earlier biblical history?

Revelation 16:16
•	 What does the word Armageddon mean?

•	 What was its historical location, and how was that location used?

•	 What is Revelation ultimately envisioning?
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•	 What memories of victory and defeat does the plain of Megiddo evoke?

Revelation 16:21
•	 What does the final bowl bring upon the wicked Babylon?

For Application

Revelation 16:1–21
•	 What spiritual response do you make to news of wars, earthquakes and other natural disasters, and economic 

privation all over the world?

•	 What spiritual responsibility do you have for them?

Revelation 16:5–7
•	 When is rejoicing at the overthrow of the wicked appropriate for a Christian?

•	 How might such rejoicing be inappropriate?
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Revelation 16:8–9
•	 If you are a parent, how do you encourage your children to repent through the punishments you administer?

•	 What do you do if the children refuse to repent?

Revelation 16:18
•	 Have you ever experienced an earthquake?

•	 Why is an earthquake so terrifying?

•	 On a spiritual level, what might an earthquake symbolize for you, and what effects might it have on your 
relationship with God?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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Chapter 17

For Understanding

Revelation 17:1
•	 What does the recurring verb seated symbolize in this vision?

•	 It points to a relationship between what two historical entities?

•	 What is the symbolism of “many waters”?

Topical Essay: Who Is Babylon?

•	 How have interpreters identified the “Babylon” of Revelation?

•	 What are some of the arguments in favor of the two positions?

•	 Is it possible to hold that both are legitimate interpretations?
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•	 What is the connection with ancient Babylon?

Revelation 17:9
•	 The image of seven hills leads many to identify the harlot of Revelation with what ancient city?

•	 According to the note, how does an examination of the symbolism open the way for a different interpretation?

Revelation 17:10
•	 List some possible interpretations of the “seven kings”. Read literally, who are possible candidates for being the 

sixth king?

•	 Whom do ancient historians normally identify as Rome’s first king?

For Application

Revelation 17:1–6
•	 Read the note for v. 1. How many meanings can you think of for the verb to sit (or, alternatively, to seat )?

•	 Why do you think John places such emphasis on the harlot’s being seated?
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Revelation 17:9
•	 Read the note for this verse, considering again the harlot’s position. How does it indicate alliance?

•	 How does this image apply to the position many of us take with respect to the world?

Revelation 17:12–14
•	 Think of the totalitarian regimes of the 20th century (e.g., Communist Russia, Nazi Germany, Idi Amin’s Uganda, 

and others). On what were they seated?

•	 How does the “one hour” of authority apply to them?

•	 With respect to the saints, what do they all have in common?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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Chapter 18

For Understanding

Revelation 18:1–24
•	 What is happening in these verses?

•	 What images in this chapter are taken from the judgment oracles of the Prophets?

Revelation 18:4
•	 In what two ways has the call to “come out of her” been interpreted?

•	 What NT passages are used to support these different readings?

•	 What plagues are being referred to in this verse?

Revelation 18:9–19
•	 Who are the representative clients of the harlot?

•	 Why are they saddened at her destruction?
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•	 From where is this subsection of the chapter drawn?

For Application

Revelation 18:4–5
•	 Because you live in the world and must have dealings with it, what are some of the dangers to faith as you 

engage in political and economic activities? For example, how seriously do you take the Church’s admonition not 
to engage in unnecessary work—including commercial activity—on the Lord’s day (see CCC 2185)?

Revelation 18:9–10
•	 According to the Catechism (CCC 1882, 2239, 2442), what involvement should Catholics have in the political 

process?

•	 What are some of the benefits and dangers of this involvement?

Revelation 18:11–17a
•	 Why have recent popes criticized the capitalist system for its outlook on world markets?

•	 What is the capitalist view of making a profit?
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•	 How does this view square with the Christian perspective (see CCC 2426–42)?

Revelation 18:17b–19
•	 According to Catholic social teaching, to whom do the material goods of the world belong (see CCC 2402–6, 

2437–49)?

•	 What is the responsibility of rich nations like ours for the welfare of poorer nations?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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Chapter 19

For Understanding

Word Study: Hallelujah (Revelation 19:1, 3, 4, 6).

•	 Of what is this word a transliteration?

•	 How many times does it appear in the NT?

•	 How is it used in the Psalms?

•	 What do some scholars maintain is the background of the repeated “Hallelujah” in Rev 19?

•	 To what does it build up?

•	 What does the word have to do with the celebration of the Christian Eucharist?
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Revelation 19:7–9
•	 What are these verses describing?

•	 How does John envision the Church?

•	 How is she dressed?

•	 What does the marriage of the bridal city recall in Ezekiel?

Revelation 19:11–16
•	 How does Christ appear in these verses?

•	 What is his mission?

•	 What does the depiction of Christ dressed in a blood-covered robe and treading the winepress of wrath recall?

•	 What does the depiction of him as the Word swinging a sharp sword recall?
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Revelation 19:17–21
•	 Describe what is going on in these verses. What kind of judgment is envisioned?

•	 According to the note, what historical happenings may be linked to the condemnation of the “beast” and the 
“false prophet”?

•	 From where does the vision of “the great supper” come?

For Application

Revelation 19:5
•	 What role does praise of God play in your prayer life?

•	 Why is praise commanded here?

Revelation 19:11–13
•	 Why is Jesus depicted here as a fierce warrior rather than the Prince of Peace?

•	 In spite of the discomfort that many moderns have with military imagery, how might it be appropriate in Catholic 
spirituality?
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Revelation 19:9
•	 Who is invited to the “marriage supper of the Lamb”?

•	 What is your role in ensuring that the invitation is accepted?

Revelation 19:15
•	 Why does a sharp sword come out of Christ’s mouth?

•	 What does it symbolize?

•	 Why a sword?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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Chapter 20

For Understanding

Revelation 20:1–6
•	 Explain the three main ways that theologians have interpreted the millennium of Rev 20. What has been the most 

widely held view, historically speaking?

•	 What does the note suggest as the OT background for the millennium?

•	 What is the Catholic Church’s official position on this question?

Revelation 20:5
•	 What are two possible ways of understanding the first and second resurrection in Revelation?

•	 What are some other NT passages that lend support to these views?

Revelation 20:8
•	 Who are Gog and Magog?
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•	 From where do these names come?

•	 What happens to them?

Revelation 20:11–15
•	 What is the Last Judgment?

•	 What happens during it?

•	 What is the outcome of that day?

For Application

Revelation 20:1–6
•	 Read the note for these verses. Of the interpretations of the millennium surveyed, which do you think is most 

likely?

•	 Why do you think the Church rejects millenarianism?
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Revelation 20:6
•	 Assuming the “first death” is physical death, what does the note for this verse say the term “second death” 

means?

•	 What does the Catechism say about it (CCC 1033–37)?

Revelation 20:10
•	 Why would a loving God create a place or state of eternal torment?

•	 Why does he allow people to go there?

Revelation 20:13
•	 On what basis are we judged?

•	 What part do motives play in how we are judged?
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Chapter 21

For Understanding

Revelation 21:1
•	 What does it mean to say there will be a “new heaven” and a “new earth”?

•	 In what way does this involve a process of regeneration?

•	 From where does this imagery come?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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•	 What does it mean for the sea to cease to exist?

Revelation 21:2
•	 What is the new Jerusalem?

•	 Why does the new Jerusalem touch down to earth?

•	 To what city, described earlier in the book, is the heavenly Jerusalem the antithesis?

•	 What suggests this?

Revelation 21:9–22:5
•	 With what do these verses deal?

•	 From where do the details of this vision come, and what are they?

•	 Where else in Scripture are there visions of Jerusalem adorned in this way?
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Revelation 21:16
•	 What shape does the eternal city have?

•	 What may have served as the model for this shape?

For Application

Revelation 21:1
•	 Read the note for this verse. Based on what you already know about the symbolism of the earth and the sea in 

Revelation, what might John regard as a new heaven and a new earth?

•	 What, for example, does worship have to do with it?

Revelation 21:3–7
•	 How does God dwell with men already?

•	 What will be the difference between how he dwells with us now and how he will dwell with us in the way 
described in John’s vision?

•	 How might you increase your desire to have God live with you?
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Revelation 21:8
•	 With what kinds of people does God refuse to dwell?

•	 What is it about their behavior (especially habitual behavior) that God finds repugnant?

Revelation 21:22–25
•	 What is the source of light for the heavenly city?

•	 Since a baptized Christian is a temple of the Holy Spirit, what should be the source of his light even in this life?

•	 How would you recognize it when you see it?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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Chapter 22

For Understanding

Revelation 22:1
•	 Of what is the “water of life” symbolic?

•	 To what does this imagery allude?

•	 How is the water an apocalyptic expression of a trinitarian mystery?

Revelation 22:2
•	 Other than in the present verse, where did the “tree of life” make an appearance in the Bible?

•	 What might its reappearance here be intended to convey?

Revelation 22:4
•	 What is the great hope of biblical spirituality?

•	 What does tradition call it?
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•	 To what does it point?

Revelation 22:10
•	 What is John commanded not to do?

•	 Why is reading John’s message a top priority for his churches?

•	 How is this command in contrast to Dan 12:4?

Revelation 22:18–19
•	 What warning is given here?

•	 What similar warning did Moses give?

For Application

Revelation 22:1–2
•	 Where does the river of life (the Holy Spirit) flow?
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•	 To what does it give life?

•	 What purpose do the leaves of the tree of life serve?

•	 How does all this imagery apply to the Holy Spirit in your life?

Revelation 22:4
•	 What does “seeing the face” of someone mean?

•	 In this life, Scripture urges us to “seek the face” of God. How might you do that?

•	 What should the results of seeking God’s face be?

Revelation 22:13
•	 What does this verse suggest about the meaning of life?

•	 Regardless of your background, your career, your state in life, or your plans for the future, what does it all come 
to in the end?
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Revelation 22:17
•	 A saying in the software industry goes, “If you have a good product, and nobody buys it, raise the price.” Is the 

Holy Spirit free or priceless?

•	 How much will possession of the Holy Spirit cost you?

Reflect 
After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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Review and Respond 
To complete your study of Revelation, prayerfully read it straight through, focusing on the biblical text alone. What 
stands out to you? 

Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. What is your response to him?


