2 John

IGNATIUS CATHOLIC STUDY BIBLE QUESTIONS

Welcome
“You are approaching the ‘word of God’. But for thousands of years, ... the Word of God has been approaching you.”

The following guide is provided to enhance your reading of the Second Letter of Saint John using the Ignatius Catholic
Study Bible. If you are new to this resource or to reading the Bible, we recommend you read the general Introduction
before you begin. It explains what it means that Scripture is the Word of God as well as how we understand and inter-
pret it as Catholics. It also introduces the special features of the Study Bible and tells how they can enrich your read-
ing and study. Additionally, the Introduction to the Catholic Epistles will provide valuable context for your reading.

A simple rhythm of prayer followed by reading and reflection is offered below to guide you through the book one
chapter at a time. Questions draw attention to key footnotes and word studies to lead you into a deeper understand-
ing of what you read and then prompt you to consider how to apply what you have learned. For a deeper dive, take
advantage of additional features as you go: not just the other footnotes but also cross-references to Scripture and the
Cateclhism of the Catholic Church (CCC) that are provided above the footnotes as well as any maps, charts, or essays
that are not touched on in the questions.

Don’t miss these helpful icons as you read! They highlight footnotes that pertain to the Church’s criteria for interpret-
ing Scripture (see CCC 112-14):
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Prepare

Read the Introduction to 2 John, paying particular attention to the Purpose of the book and its Themes and
Characteristics. What one thing stands out to you, that you would like to remember?

Read the Outline of 2 John to get an overview of the book. What are its major divisions?

Pray
Use the following questions to guide your reading of 2 John, going at a pace that is comfortable to you. Before
you begin each new section, pray simply for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit:

Come, Holy Spirit, open my heart to hear and receive these words as what they truly arve, the
Word of God. Enlighten my understanding and give me grace to put what I read into practice in
my life. Amen.

Read and Reflect

Read and reflect on 2 John as follows:

* Pray before you read
 Read a section of biblical text by itself
 Read the text again, referring to the notes that accompany the text

 For deeper understanding and to aid in applying what you read, answer the questions that follow. The
references at the top of each numbered question correspond to particular notes.

At the end of each chapter, review what you have written and linger where you feel drawn, asking the Lord
to speak to your heart and into your life. What do you hear? Respond in prayer and ask his help to live what
you hear in your attitudes and actions this week.
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2Johnv.1

 To what can the Greek word “presbyter” refer?
» Which of these was John?
e Who is the “elect lady” being addressed in this verse?

» How does John envision this local congregation?

2Johnv.5

« How far back can John's teaching about love be traced?

» How are the words of Christ’s supreme mandate explained, and what does it show about love?

2 Johnv.9

 To what does the expression “one who goes ahead” refer?
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» What does John mean by saying that someone “does not have God”?

» With what is his warning concerned?

2 John v. 10

« In apostolic times, for what were private homes used?

» How could hospitality in this kind of environment become harmful?

For Application

2 John v. 2

» What—or rather, who—is the “truth which abides in us”?

» What practical difference does it make to regard the truth as a person (particularly, a Person of the Trinity)
instead of as a thing?
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2 John v. 6

» How can following the commandments be a service of love to the Christian community?

* By contrast, how can failure or refusal to follow the commandments be a disservice to the community?

2 John v. 8

« How can you protect yourself from being deceived by false, misleading, trendy, or deceptive theological opinions?

« What efforts are you making to learn your faith at a level appropriate to your age?

2 John vv. 10-11

« Consult the note for v. 10. What do you think it means to “greet” a presenter of false teaching?

« How might extending an invitation to a dissenting theologian (for example, someone who advocates abortion) to
speak in your parish involve you in his dissent?
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Reflect

After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:

L Review and Respond

To complete your study of 2 John, prayerfully read it straight through, focusing on the biblical text alone. What
stands out to you?

Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. What is your response to him?



