2 Peter
IGNATIUS CATHOLIC STUDY BIBLE QUESTIONS

Welcome
“You are approaching the ‘word of God’. But for thousands of years, ... the Word of God has been approaching you.”

The following guide is provided to enhance your reading of the Second Letter of Saint Peter using the Ignatius Catho-
lic Study Bible. If you are new to this resource or to reading the Bible, we recommend you read the general Introduction
before you begin. It explains what it means that Scripture is the Word of God as well as how we understand and inter-
pret it as Catholics. It also introduces the special features of the Study Bible and tells how they can enrich your read-
ing and study. Additionally, the Introduction to the Catholic Epistles will provide valuable context for your reading.

A simple rhythm of prayer followed by reading and reflection is offered below to guide you through the book one
chapter at a time. Questions draw attention to key footnotes and word studies to lead you into a deeper understand-
ing of what you read and then prompt you to consider how to apply what you have learned. For a deeper dive, take
advantage of additional features as you go: not just the other footnotes but also cross-references to Scripture and the
Cateclhism of the Catholic Church (CCC) that are provided above the footnotes as well as any maps, charts, or essays
that are not touched on in the questions.

Don’t miss these helpful icons as you read! They highlight footnotes that pertain to the Church’s criteria for interpret-
ing Scripture (see CCC 112-14):
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Prepare

Read the Introduction to 2 Peter, paying particular attention to the Destination and Themes and Characteris-
tics of the book. What one thing stands out to you, that you would like to remember?

Read the Outline of 2 Peter to get an overview of the book. What are its major divisions?

Pray
Use the following questions to guide your reading of 2 Peter, going at a pace that is comfortable to you.
Before you begin each new section, pray simply for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit:

Come, Holy Spirit, open my heart to hear and receive these words as what they truly arve, the
Word of God. Enlighten my understanding and give me grace to put what I read into practice in
my life. Amen.

Read and Reflect

Read and reflect on 2 Peter as follows:

* Pray before you read
 Read a section of biblical text by itself
 Read the text again, referring to the notes that accompany the text

 For deeper understanding and to aid in applying what you read, answer the questions that follow. The
references at the top of each numbered question correspond to particular notes.

At the end of each chapter, review what you have written and linger where you feel drawn, asking the Lord
to speak to your heart and into your life. What do you hear? Respond in prayer and ask his help to live what
you hear in your attitudes and actions this week.
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Chapter 1

N2

M} For Understanding

2 Peter 1:4

» What is the aim of Christian living, according to this verse?
» What does Peter mean by saying that we are “partakers of the divine nature”?
« How does Paul describe this participation in God’s life?

¢ On what truth is this doctrine grounded?

2 Peter 1:20
» Who is able to interpret the meaning of OT prophecies?

» How is this proper understanding communicated to the Christian faithful?
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2 Peter 1:21

» What does Peter affirm about prophetic inspiration?

» What might Peter’s stress on this point suggest about his concerns?

» What, for example, did the Ebionites believe?
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For Application

2 Peter 1:3

« According to this verse, what resources do you have to become a saint?

« What does “knowledge of him” mean?

2 Peter 1:5-9

« How do the characteristics in vv. 5-7 build on one another?

 According to v. 8, what makes you an effective disciple of Christ?

 According to v. 9, what makes you an ineffective disciple?

« How many of these characteristics do you think you need, and how might you acquire them?

2 Peter 1:16-18

« What ensures that Christianity is a historically based religion?
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» How can you be sure that the claims about Jesus Christ are true?

* Why would you still need faith, even if all the details of Jesus’ life could be historically and scientifically verified?

2 Peter 1:20-21

« If “no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation”, how are you to apply Scripture to your daily
life?

» How might the Church’s interpretation of Scripture help you in doing this?

» Why is it a good idea to spend some time in prayer both before and after reading Scripture?

Reflect

After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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Chapter 2

N2

M} For Understanding

2 Peter 2:1-22

« In these verses, about what does Peter warn Christians?
 From what other work, according to scholars, is Peter drawing in these verses?

 Does the answer have any bearing on the authorship of the letter?

2 Peter 2:1

« Give some possible meanings of the Greek term Zairesis. What does Peter have in mind?

2 Peter 2:4

 To what is the reference to “the angels” probably an allusion?

« What does “hell” mean here?
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» What OT background does Peter seem to have in mind?

2 Peter 2:15
« What is “the way of Balaam”?

» To what incident in Numbers does this expression refer?

» In what way is the figure of Balaam a prototype of Peter’s opponents?

For Application

2 Peter 2:1-3
» What is heresy?

* Why does Scripture consider heresy destructive?

» How might heresy be allied with “licentiousness”?
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¢ Can you think of any examples?

2 Peter 2:4-10

« What kinds of sinful behavior are included in the examples Peter provides in these verses? (Hint: Look at v. 10.)
Why do you think he singles these out for special condemnation? For example, what kinds of damage can they
do to a community or a parish?

2 Peter 2:11-16

 Peter now turns his attention to those who actively revile authority (not merely despise it). What sins does he
connect with persons who revile proper authority? Why these?

« Following up on the previous question, what kinds of damage can such sins do to a community or a parish?

2 Peter 2:19-21

» What kinds of freedom do licentious people promise?

» What do they actually deliver?

« Why would it be better for such people never “to have known the way of righteousness” than to have embraced
righteousness and then to have turned their backs on it?
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Reflect

After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:

Chapter 3

2

M For Understanding

2 Peter 3:3-5

» Who are the “scoffers” in these verses, and what is the target of their skepticism?
» What argument do they produce to prove that the apparent delay in Christ’s return will never happen?

» How does Peter answer it?
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2 Peter 3:8-13

« What does Peter foresee in these verses?

» To what is it a prelude?

» Why did the Prophets often paint scenes of cosmic disaster, and what are some examples?

« How does Peter use apocalyptic language differently from the Prophets?

2 Peter 3:10
* For Peter, what is the “day of the Lord”?

 How is this expression used in the OT?

» What does the simile “like a thief” actually mean, and from where does it come?

2 Peter 3:16

« What do some interpreters think about the “letters” of Paul mentioned here?

11
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« Is there sufficient evidence to support the claim?

» Who, especially, might be liable to misinterpret Paul’s letters? Explain.

For Application

2 Peter 3:3-4

» Have you ever faced the temptation to become one of the “scoffers” about whom Peter is talking?

» Have you ever entertained doubts about the Second Coming of Jesus? For example, do you respond with hope or
with cynicism when reminded that Jesus will come soon?

2 Peter 3:8-9

» How does the Lord’s sense of time apply to the way you view events in your own life?

o If, as Peter suggests, the Lord is willing to take time with you, how willing are you to allow him time, even if it
means temporary suffering?
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2 Peter 3:11-12

» How can the holiness of the Church—which includes your own holiness—hasten the coming of the Lord?

» How much do you want that coming to be hastened?

2 Peter 3:18

« Since Peter’s encouragement to “grow in the grace and knowledge” of God follows his warning not to be taken
in by misinterpretations of Scripture—especially of St. Paul, who is the subject of much ideological dispute
nowadays—what can you do to avoid being misled?

» How would a sound reading of St. Paul in particular help you to grow in grace and knowledge?

Reflect

After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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L Review and Respond

To complete your study of 2 Peter, prayerfully read it straight through, focusing on the biblical text alone. What
stands out to you?

Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. What is your response to him?
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