Titus
IGNATIUS CATHOLIC STUDY BIBLE QUESTIONS

Welcome
“You are approaching the ‘word of God’. But for thousands of years, ... the Word of God has been approaching you.”

The following guide is provided to enhance your reading of the Letter of Saint Paul to Titus using the Ignatius Catho-
lic Study Bible. If you are new to this resource or to reading the Bible, we recommend you read the general Introduction
before you begin. It explains what it means that Scripture is the Word of God as well as how we understand and inter-
pret it as Catholics. It also introduces the special features of the Study Bible and tells how they can enrich your read-
ing and study. Additionally, the Introduction to Paul and His Letters will provide valuable context for your reading.

A simple rhythm of prayer followed by reading and reflection is offered below to guide you through the book one
chapter at a time. Questions draw attention to key footnotes and word studies to lead you into a deeper understand-
ing of what you read and then prompt you to consider how to apply what you have learned. For a deeper dive, take
advantage of additional features as you go: not just the other footnotes but also cross-references to Scripture and the
Cateclhism of the Catholic Church (CCC) that are provided above the footnotes as well as any maps, charts, or essays
that are not touched on in the questions.

Don’t miss these helpful icons as you read! They highlight footnotes that pertain to the Church’s criteria for interpret-
ing Scripture (see CCC 112-14):
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Prepare

Read the Introduction to Titus, paying particular attention to the Themes and Characteristics of the book.
What one thing stands out to you, that you would like to remember?

Read the Outline of Titus to get an overview of the book. What are its major divisions?

Pray
Use the following questions to guide your reading of Titus, going at a pace that is comfortable to you. Before
you begin each new section, pray simply for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit:

Come, Holy Spirit, open my heart to hear and receive these words as what they truly arve, the
Word of God. Enlighten my understanding and give me grace to put what I read into practice in
my life. Amen.

Read and Reflect

Read and reflect on Titus as follows:

* Pray before you read
 Read a section of biblical text by itself
 Read the text again, referring to the notes that accompany the text

 For deeper understanding and to aid in applying what you read, answer the questions that follow. The
references at the top of each numbered question correspond to particular notes.

At the end of each chapter, review what you have written and linger where you feel drawn, asking the Lord
to speak to your heart and into your life. What do you hear? Respond in prayer and ask his help to live what
you hear in your attitudes and actions this week.
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Chapter 1

N2

M} For Understanding

Titus 1:4
e Who is Titus?

e Where do we learn about him in the New Testament?
« What may the expression “my true child” suggest to the reader?

¢ In the Bible, with what is spiritual fatherhood connected?

Titus 1:5

« What is known about Paul’s and Titus’ evangelization of Crete?
» What does the duty of appointing elders indicate about Titus himself?

» How are the titles “elder” and “bishop” used at this stage of the Church’s development?
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Titus 1:6
» Why did the early Church rule that a bishop should be married only once in his lifetime?

» For whom does Paul grant—and refuse to grant—a concession with respect to remarriage?

Titus 1:15

» What does the expression “to the pure” imply?

» What does Paul insist on regarding the purity of Christians?

« What is it important to understand that he is nof saying?

For Application
Titus 1:7-8

» Why is it especially important for those who have a vocation to the ordained ministry to strive after virtue and
holiness?

» Who else is called to live virtuous and holy lives?
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* In what areas can you become more virtuous and holy?

Titus 1:9-10

« How would you recognize an “insubordinate” teacher of the faith?

» To whom must such a person be subordinate, at least in the teaching presented?

Titus 1:11

e Many complain today that insubordinate teachers are not “silenced” by their bishops. How would you advise a
person who is upset that a dissident teacher is apparently allowed to continue teaching?

» Have you ever considered praying for such teachers rather than criticizing them?

Titus 1:15

» How do you understand the saying “To the pure all things are pure”?

» Why is this not a license to do whatever one wants?
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« Since Paul immediately qualifies the proverb by adding, “To the corrupt and unbelieving, nothing is pure”, how
would you place this proverb in the context of the proper formation of conscience?

Reflect

After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:

Chapter 2

2

M For Understanding

Titus 2:1-10

» To whom is Titus instructed to give moral counsel in these verses?

» With what expectation does Paul associate faith and life?
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¢ In effect, then, what does Paul want of Cretan believers?

Titus 2:9

« Since slavery was an accepted institution in Roman society, what did Paul seek to accomplish in commenting
on it?

» What did he generally stress?

* In this verse, what does Paul imply about the dependability and service of slaves?

Titus 2:11-14
» What is the purpose of these verses?

¢ On what does Paul place emphasis?

Titus 2:14

e Where does the expression “a people of his [God’s] own” come from?
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» How do Exodus and Deuteronomy use these words?

« Since the persistence of sin and weakness prevented Israel from fulfilling its vocation under the Old Covenant,
what did Christ come to do?

For Application

Titus 2:2-3

» Why might Paul be concerned to bid older persons to be “temperate, serious, sensible, sound in faith, in love, and
in steadfastness” as well as temperate in speech?

» What issues do older adults face that might tempt them to be the opposite?

Titus 2:6

« What aspects of self-control have you found most challenging?

» Why is self-control so necessary for a Christian (not to mention a mature adult)?

» Why do you think self-control is under such attack in our society?
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Titus 2:9-10

« Have you ever been tempted to steal from your employer or company?

« How have you resisted?

« If you have stolen anything, what have you done to make restitution?

« What should you do when you realize that others are stealing?

Titus 2:11-14

« What is the difference between this vision of life in the world and a self-repressed severity?

» What does it mean to be both “sober, upright, and godly”, on the one hand, and joyful, on the other?
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Reflect

After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:

Chapter 3

Mo

M For Understanding

Titus 3:1
» What is Paul telling Titus about the attitude Christians need to take toward public life?

» What must the saints be (besides holy)?

10
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Titus 3:10-11

« What do these two verses present?

» What is Titus supposed to do, and in what order?

Titus 3:15
* By addressing the entire community, not just Titus, what is Paul trying to show the Cretan Church?

11
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» What is Titus’ commission?

For Application

Titus 3:1-2

» How does Paul’s ideal of good civic behavior enhance the tone of public life?

Titus 3:3-7

» According to these verses, why does God our Savior pay attention to your situation?

» How does he accomplish what he wants?

» What is his purpose?

Titus 3:8-9

 Can you think of times when it is more appropriate and effective to teach sound doctrine by “good deeds” rather
than by direct conversation that is likely to lead to “stupid controversies”?

» How might you avoid controversy without dispensing with all discussion of religion?
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Reflect

After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:

D Review and Respond

To complete your study of Titus, prayerfully read it straight through, focusing on the biblical text alone. What stands
out to you?

Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. What is your response to him?
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