Haggai

IGNATIUS CATHOLIC STUDY BIBLE QUESTIONS

Welcome
“You are approaching the ‘word of God’. But for thousands of years, ... the Word of God has been approaching you.”

The following guide is provided to enhance your reading of the Book of Haggai using the Ignatius Catholic Study
Bible. If you are new to this resource or to reading the Bible, we recommend you read the general Introduction before
you begin. It explains what it means that Scripture is the Word of God as well as how we understand and interpret
it as Catholics. It also introduces the special features of the Study Bible and tells how they can enrich your reading
and study. Additionally, the Introduction to Reading the Prophets—especially the section on Haggai—will provide
valuable context for your reading.

A simple rhythm of prayer followed by reading and reflection is offered below to guide you through the book one
chapter at a time. Questions draw attention to key footnotes and word studies to lead you into a deeper understand-
ing of what you read and then prompt you to consider how to apply what you have learned. For a deeper dive, take
advantage of additional features as you go: not just the other footnotes but also cross-references to Scripture and the
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) that are provided above the footnotes as well as any maps, charts, or essays
that are not touched on in the questions.

Don’t miss these helpful icons as you read! They highlight footnotes that pertain to the Church’s criteria for interpret-
ing Scripture (see CCC 112-14):
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Haggai

Prepare

Read the Introduction to Haggai, paying particular attention to the Historical Background, The Message of
the Prophet, and the Christian Perspective on it. What one thing stands out to you, that you would like to
remember?

Read the Outline of Haggai to get an overview of the book. What are its major divisions?

Pray
Use the following questions to guide your reading of Haggai, going at a pace that is comfortable to you.
Before you begin each new section, pray simply for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit:

Come, Holy Spirit, open my heart to hear and receive these words as what they truly arve, the
Word of God. Enlighten my understanding and give me grace to put what I read into practice in
my life. Amen.

Read and Reflect

Read and reflect on Haggai as follows:

* Pray before you read
 Read a section of biblical text by itself
 Read the text again, referring to the notes that accompany the text

 For deeper understanding and to aid in applying what you read, answer the questions that follow. The
references at the top of each numbered question correspond to particular notes.

At the end of each chapter, review what you have written and linger where you feel drawn, asking the Lord
to speak to your heart and into your life. What do you hear? Respond in prayer and ask his help to live what
you hear in your attitudes and actions this week.
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Chapter 1

N2

M} For Understanding

Haggai 1:2

» What does the title “Lorp of hosts” mean as a title for the Lord?

» How often does Haggai use it in this short book?

» What excuse do people make that the right time has not yet come?
« What is the central problem addressed by Haggai?

« What time has now come?

Haggai 1:4

» What were Judeans investing time, energy, and resources in doing?

 For what does Haggai rebuke them?
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» To what may he also be alluding?

Haggai 1:12

» Who are the remnant of the people?
» How will this remnant give evidence of their repentance?

» What does fear of the Lord mean?

Haggai 1:15

* When is the people’s response dated?

» How was this time presumably spent?

@ For Application

Haggai 1:2

» Have you delayed building in your heart—or even your family home—a house for the Lord?
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e If you have delayed, when will a more opportune time come?

» What does building that house entail for you?

Haggai 1:5-6

« What efforts have you made to improve your spiritual life, even if you seem to have few positive results to show
for it?

» What have you considered to be potential obstacles?

« In what ways have you avoided surrendering yourself to Jesus?

Haggai 1:9

o If the Lord were to charge you with paying more attention to your own needs than to him, to what in your
conduct could he point?

» What excuses would you make for yourself?

« If you accepted the correction, what changes do you think you would have to make?
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Haggai 1:13

* Look up passages in Scripture where an emissary of the Lord announces that the Lord is with a person or group
(e.g., Judg 6:12; Lk 1:28). Why is this reassurance being given?

» When the celebrant at the liturgy says “the Lord be with you”, what does that statement usually preface?

* Why is the Lord’s presence in a task so important?

Reflect

After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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Chapter 2

N2

M} For Understanding

Haggai 2:4

» How did David encourage Solomon to build the first Temple?
» How is the expression “people of the land” used in preexilic times?
¢ In the postexilic period?

« What does it seem to mean here?

Haggai 2:5-9
 About what does Haggai prophesy?

» When this day comes, to what will the Second Temple, small and unimpressive, give way?

* On what events are these future events patterned?



Haggai

Haggai 2:20-23
» How is Haggai’s fourth prophetic address, dated December 18, 520 B.c., unlike the first three?

» What does it promise?

» For what is Zerubbabel, from the royal line of David, chosen?

« Although he never becomes king himself, what does God’s favor toward him signify?

» What does Zerubbabel’s appearance in the Matthean genealogy of Jesus verify about Jesus’ identity?

Haggai 2:23

» For what is a signet ring used?

» To what was its impression equivalent?

» What does it signify here?
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« What words of Jeremiah does Haggai's message to Zerubbabel echo?

» How was Jehoiachim likened to a “signet ring”?

» How is the sign of the ring reversed here?

For Application

Haggai 2:3
« What is your opinion of the state of the Church today?

» How do you think it compares with previous ages?

» How do the problems you perceive in the Church affect your faith?

Haggai 2:5-9
» What activity of the Holy Spirit do you see going on in the Church now?
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* Where does the Church seem to be thriving?

» What renewal movements are making a significant impact?

» How are you called to participate in Church renewal?

Haggai 2:11-14

 The note for v. 11 refers to spiritual apathy, or lack of concern for spiritual things. According to the Catechism,
how do acedia, or spiritual sloth, and related problems impede growth in charity (CCC 2094)?

» How does acedia interfere with prayer (CCC 2733)?

 Has this problem affected your spiritual development? If so, in what ways?

Haggai 2:15-19

» How would you describe your vocation in life?

» Was there ever a time when you resisted it? If so, how happy were you?

10



Haggai

» How has obedience to your vocation resulted in a blessing?

Reflect

After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:

L Review and Respond

To complete your study of Haggai, prayerfully read it straight through, focusing on the biblical text alone. What
stands out to you?

Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. What is your response to him?
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