Zephaniah

IGNATIUS CATHOLIC STUDY BIBLE QUESTIONS

Welcome
“You are approaching the ‘word of God’. But for thousands of years, ... the Word of God has been approaching you.”

The following guide is provided to enhance your reading of the Book of Zephaniah using the Ignatius Catholic Study
Bible. If you are new to this resource or to reading the Bible, we recommend you read the general Introduction before
you begin. It explains what it means that Scripture is the Word of God as well as how we understand and interpret it
as Catholics. It also introduces the special features of the Study Bible and tells how they can enrich your reading and
study. Additionally, the Introduction to Reading the Prophets—especially the section on Zephaniah—will provide
valuable context for your reading.

A simple rhythm of prayer followed by reading and reflection is offered below to guide you through the book one
chapter at a time. Questions draw attention to key footnotes and word studies to lead you into a deeper understand-
ing of what you read and then prompt you to consider how to apply what you have learned. For a deeper dive, take
advantage of additional features as you go: not just the other footnotes but also cross-references to Scripture and the
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) that are provided above the footnotes as well as any maps, charts, or essays
that are not touched on in the questions.

Don’t miss these helpful icons as you read! They highlight footnotes that pertain to the Church’s criteria for interpret-
ing Scripture (see CCC 112-14):
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Zephaniah

Prepare

Read the Introduction to Zephaniah, paying particular attention to the Historical Background, the Message
of the Prophet, and the Christian Perspective on it. What one thing stands out to you, that you would like to
remember?

Read the Outline of Zephaniah to get an overview of the book. What are its major divisions?

Pray
Use the following questions to guide your reading of Zephaniah, going at a pace that is comfortable to you.
Before you begin each new section, pray simply for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit:

Come, Holy Spirit, open my heart to hear and receive these words as what they truly arve, the
Word of God. Enlighten my understanding and give me grace to put what I read into practice in
my life. Amen.

Read and Reflect

Read and reflect on Zephaniah as follows:

* Pray before you read
 Read a section of biblical text by itself
 Read the text again, referring to the notes that accompany the text

 For deeper understanding and to aid in applying what you read, answer the questions that follow. The
references at the top of each numbered question correspond to particular notes.

At the end of each chapter, review what you have written and linger where you feel drawn, asking the Lord
to speak to your heart and into your life. What do you hear? Respond in prayer and ask his help to live what
you hear in your attitudes and actions this week.
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Chapter 1

N2

M For Understanding

Zephaniah 1:4
« What does it mean that God stretches out his hand?

 To which place does the prophet refer?

e Who promoted the worship of Baal, the storm and fertility god of Canaanite religion, that had been firmly
established in Judah?

» Who is the remnant of Baal, and what may its mention suggest about when Zephaniah ministered?

« Who are the idolatrous priests?

Zephaniah 1:7

« If one cannot protest when the Lord acts as judge, what is the only possible response?

e What is “the day of the Lorp”?



Zephaniah

» What does the prophet foresee?

« What will happen when this day of reckoning arrives?

» What sacrifice has the Lord prepared?

Zephaniah 1:12

» How are the men of Jerusalem like wine?

» What does Zephaniah’s generation no longer believe?

» To what does denial of God’s lordship over his people and their history amount?

Zephaniah 1:14

 Lest any mistake what is coming for good news, what does the prophet stress that Judah (including Jerusalem)
is about to face?

» What sense does the expression “near and hastening fast” add to the prophet’s message?
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For Application

Zephaniah 1:5

» What is a “divided heart” when it comes to things of God?

* How do you think God responds to the prayers of those whose hearts are divided?

Zephaniah 1:7

» What does the command to be silent in a courtroom call upon those present to do besides stop talking?

« What attitudes of attention and respect are indicated?

» Why is silence before the Lord appropriate?

Zephaniah 1:12

« What is your view of the Lord’s role in everyday life?

« How do you answer someone who maintains that “the Lorp will not do good, nor will he do ill”—that God is
absent or is unconcerned with how people behave?
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Zephaniah 1:15

e The hymn “Dies Irae” was once sung at funeral liturgies. What do the words mean?

» To what do they refer?

* Why do you think this sequence is no longer sung at funerals?

» What view of death has taken its place?

Reflect

After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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Chapter 2

N2

M} For Understanding

Zephaniah 2:3

« In urging his audience to seek the Lord instead of other gods, whom does the prophet address?
« How do they seek righteousness?

« How do they seek humility?

» Why does Zephaniah speak with cautious optimism?

« If divine mercy is not something upon which to presume, how does one attain it?

Zephaniah 2:4—3:7

 Against whom are these oracles addressed?

« Standing at the center of this regional map, by whom is Judah surrounded?
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Word Study: Remnant (Zephaniah 2:7).

 To what does the Hebrew noun sie’erit meaning “what is left” refer?

» What theological significance does the notion of a remnant bear in the Bible?

« Even though the Assyrians and Babylonians carried thousands of Israelites into exile, what did God do with
the remnants?

o In several places in the Minor Prophets, which was the remnant blessed by God?

Zephaniah 2:8

» Who were the Moabites and the Ammonites?

» For what are they mainly faulted?

» According to Genesis, how were both peoples born?
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« While, ironically, they escaped the fate of these cities at the time of their conception, what will happen to them
now?

@ For Application

Zephaniah 2:3

« In an unsettled time such as this, for what might observant Catholics pray by seeking the Lord through prayer
and fasting?

 From what wrath would they hope to be hidden?

Zephaniah 2:7

« Given that large numbers of people have been abandoning the faith as the world and even the Church become
secularized, what hope do Christians have if only a small remnant is left?

« What will this remnant be like?

Zephaniah 2:9

« Zephaniah predicts that the remnant of Judah will possess the lands of Moab and Ammon. How does the
possibility of a declining Christian population accord with Jesus’ command to make disciples of all nations?
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» How might this remnant renew the Church?

Reflect

After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:

Chapter 3

2

M For Understanding

Zephaniah 3:1-7

» At whom is Zephaniah’s final oracle of judgment aimed?

« Although the Lord who dwells in the city is righteous, what is nearly everyone else like?

10
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* Because God is no longer trusted or approached in faith, what do Jerusalem’s civil and religious leaders do?

« Instead of repenting, what does the city do?

Zephaniah 3:9-10

« With what are these verses concerned?

« If the negative side of judgment is bitterness, grief, and destruction, what is the positive side?

» What does Zephaniah foresee that survivors among the Gentiles will be doing?

¢ According to Vatican II, what day known to God alone does the Church still await?

Zephaniah 3:13

« Who are “those who are left”?

 How is this passage referenced in the Book of Revelation?

11
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Zephaniah 3:14-17

» What does this oracle that celebrates God’s restoration of Jerusalem predict about the city?

* In the midst of “those who are left”, who will reign?

» What will happen to the humble community on Zion?

» At the Annunciation, how does Gabriel’s greeting to Mary resemble Zephaniah’s language?

» Owing in part to this prophecy, how has Catholic tradition thus come to view Mary?

For Application

Zephaniah 3:4-5

» How valid are the sacraments if they are administered by priests who do not believe the gospel they preach? For
example, how valid is a Mass if a priest does not believe that the Consecration of the elements confects anything
(CCC 1128, 1550, 1584)?

Zephaniah 3:8

» According to the note for this verse, what does it mean to wait for the Lord?
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» How do you wait for the Lord to act in your own life?

« In the lives of those whom you love or for whom you pray?

Zephaniah 3:9
« What do you think Zephaniah means by a “pure speech”?

» What kind of purity is involved here?

Zephaniah 3:17

« The note for this verse says that this is the only passage in Scripture that depicts the Lord singing. When Jesus
rejoiced, how did he act (Lk 10:21)?

 About what did he rejoice?

 For what does Jesus encourage his disciples to rejoice (e.g., Mt 5:12; Lk 10:20; Jn 14:28, 16:22)?
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Reflect

After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:

L Review and Respond

To complete your study of Zephaniah, prayerfully read it straight through, focusing on the biblical text alone. What
stands out to you?

Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. What is your response to him?
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