Nahum

IGNATIUS CATHOLIC STUDY BIBLE QUESTIONS

Welcome
“You are approaching the ‘word of God’. But for thousands of years, ... the Word of God has been approaching you.”

The following guide is provided to enhance your reading of the Book of Nahum using the Ignatius Catholic Study
Bible. If you are new to this resource or to reading the Bible, we recommend you read the general Introduction before
you begin. It explains what it means that Scripture is the Word of God as well as how we understand and interpret
it as Catholics. It also introduces the special features of the Study Bible and tells how they can enrich your reading
and study. Additionally, the Introduction to Reading the Prophets—especially the section on Nahum—will provide
valuable context for your reading.

A simple rhythm of prayer followed by reading and reflection is offered below to guide you through the book one
chapter at a time. Questions draw attention to key footnotes and word studies to lead you into a deeper understand-
ing of what you read and then prompt you to consider how to apply what you have learned. For a deeper dive, take
advantage of additional features as you go: not just the other footnotes but also cross-references to Scripture and the
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) that are provided above the footnotes as well as any maps, charts, or essays
that are not touched on in the questions.

Don’t miss these helpful icons as you read! They highlight footnotes that pertain to the Church’s criteria for interpret-
ing Scripture (see CCC 112-14):
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Prepare

Read the Introduction to Nahum, paying particular attention to the Historical Background, the Message of
the Prophet, and the Christian Perspective on it. What one thing stands out to you, that you would like to
remember?

Read the Outline of Nahum to get an overview of the book. What are its major divisions?

Pray
Use the following questions to guide your reading of Nahum, going at a pace that is comfortable to you.
Before you begin each new section, pray simply for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit:

Come, Holy Spirit, open my heart to hear and receive these words as what they truly arve, the
Word of God. Enlighten my understanding and give me grace to put what I read into practice in
my life. Amen.

Read and Reflect

Read and reflect on Nahum as follows:

* Pray before you read
 Read a section of biblical text by itself
 Read the text again, referring to the notes that accompany the text

 For deeper understanding and to aid in applying what you read, answer the questions that follow. The
references at the top of each numbered question correspond to particular notes.

At the end of each chapter, review what you have written and linger where you feel drawn, asking the Lord
to speak to your heart and into your life. What do you hear? Respond in prayer and ask his help to live what
you hear in your attitudes and actions this week.
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Chapter 1

N2

M} For Understanding

Nahum 1:2-8

¢ As a victory hymn to the Lord, the Divine Warrior, in what role is he hailed?

« Although the Assyrians were “strong and many” at the time of writing, of what was the prophet so certain that
he did years in advance?

« How does Nahum depict the coming judgment?
» What does this way of speaking recall?

« Although literarily, the hymn may be a partial acrostic poem, what conflicting evidence does the text as it stands
present?

Nahum 1:3

« What does God’s slowness to anger mean?
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» How is the phrase “and of great might” a striking departure from an OT pattern?

* In this case, with what is the expected reference to divine mercy replaced?

» While the mercy of God is limitless in itself, what can put limits on its reception?

* As part of the Sinai revelation where the Lord made known his patience and mercy to Moses, what was equally
affirmed there?

Nahum 1:7

 Asreassurance for all who trust in God and his lordship over the world, what is Nahum’s message?

» For what does this general truth set the stage and what will it bring?

For Application

Nahum 1:3

» What happens within you when you become angry?
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 Does your anger rise quickly and subside slowly, or does it ignite slowly and subside quickly?

* When you do get angry, what sorts of damage are you capable of causing?

» Why is the slowness of God’s “anger” measured in years or centuries?

» How does his might manifest itself then?

Nahum 1:7

 According to the note for this verse, how is the goodness of God compatible with his punishments?

» Why does God impose discipline on his children (Prov 3:11-12, Heb 12:5)?

» How might his discipline of yourself even be considered a way of leading you to take refuge within him?

Nahum 1:15

» According to the word study on the word shalom, “The Lord has plans for the welfare or peace of the entire
People of God”, citing Jer 29:11. According to subsequent verses in that chapter of Jeremiah (i.e., vv. 11-14), how
do you discover what those plans are?



Nahum

» How have you experienced his plans for your welfare?

Reflect

After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:

Chapter 2

2

M For Understanding

Nahum 2:1-10

« Of what are these verses a poetical description?

e What is Nahum’s message here?
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 According to St. Cyril of Alexandria, how is Satan, too, plundered by Christ and then by the holy apostles?

Nahum 2:1
* Who is “the shatterer”?

» What do historical sources indicate about how the city was taken?

 As a sarcastic use of battle commands, what does the prophet order Assyrian soldiers to do?

Nahum 2:6

» What were the river gates?

» How may attackers have used them?

Nahum 2:11-13
 As the den of Assyria, what will happen to Nineveh?

» Why will its conquerors triumph?
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» How many different words are used in this passage for lions?

For Application

Nahum 2:3

 Read the note for this verse. Modern armies try to develop weapons that disorient, confuse, or frighten their
enemies. What are some examples of such weapons?

« What are some of the ways Satan can disorient or frighten you?

« How do you resist his tactics?

Nahum 2:9

« Jesus said that where your treasure is, there will your heart be (Lk 12:34). What is your treasure?

» What treasure have you stored up for heaven?

» How vulnerable is it to attack from either the devil or the world?
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Nahum 2:10

» Imagine yourself in a game, such as soccer, where your team is playing all-out for a title and you realize that
crushing defeat is looming. How would you resist the dread of defeat?

» How would you try to keep the team in the game?

* In the spiritual life, when failure looms, how do you stir up hope in yourself and encourage it in others?

Reflect

After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:

10
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Chapter 3

N2

M} For Understanding

Nahum 3:7

« With what does the word in Hebrew for “comforters” share the same root?

 To what contrast does this point?

Nahum 3:8
 For what city is Thebes the Greek name?

» Where was it located, and to whom was it dedicated?
« Why was it thought to be unconquerable, and nonetheless what happened to it?
¢ Why does Nahum put this incident forward?

 Of what were the water canals around Thebes a part?
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Nahum 3:15-17

» What two analogies based on locust infestations does the prophet employ?

» How many words for “locust” are used in this passage?

Nahum 3:19
» Why do people clap their hands at the destruction of Nineveh?

« In biblical times, of what was clapping an expression?

For Application

Nahum 3:4-7

o After the fall of the Nazi empire in 1945, the atrocities of that regime were revealed to the world. How would the
nations who were victimized by Germany most likely have regarded it as a nation?

» How was the effort to create a plan for Germany’s relief and restoration in the best interests of the victorious
Allies?

» Why should a former victim choose to come to the aid of a defeated tormentor?

12
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Nahum 3:10

* In describing the future destruction of Jerusalem at the hands of the Romans, why did Jesus express sorrow for
pregnant women and nursing mothers (Mt 24:19)?

» What is often the fate of women and children at the hands of an invading army?

» What has the Church in your area done for refugees and other victims of war and violence?

Nahum 3:12-15

« Since modern cities cannot rely on defensive walls, what defenses do they have against attack?

» How reliable are they?

« What defenses do most citizens have in the event of a natural disaster, such as a flood or forest fire?

» How reliable are they?

13
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Nahum 3:19

* The words of this verse can apply to the defeat of the devil and of Death and Hades in Rev 20:10-14. What form
does gloating over their defeat take among the saints (cf. Rev 19:1-8)?

» When you experience victory over the devil and his temptations, what form does your celebration take?

Reflect

After reading and reflecting on this chapter, I hear the Lord saying to me:

My prayer response to him:
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L Review and Respond

To complete your study of Nahum, prayerfully read it straight through, focusing on the biblical text alone. What
stands out to you?

Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. What is your response to him?
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