Obadiah

IGNATIUS CATHOLIC STUDY BIBLE QUESTIONS

Welcome
“You are approaching the ‘word of God’. But for thousands of years, ... the Word of God has been approaching you.”

The following guide is provided to enhance your reading of the Book of Obadiah using the Ignatius Catholic Study Bible. If
you are new to this resource or to reading the Bible, we recommend you read the general Introduction before you begin. It
explains what it means that Scripture is the Word of God as well as how we understand and interpret it as Catholics. It also
introduces the special features of the Study Bible and tells how they can enrich your reading and study. Additionally, the
Introduction to Reading the Prophets—especially the section on Obadiah—will provide valuable context for your reading.

A simple rhythm of prayer followed by reading and reflection is offered below to guide you through the book one chapter
at a time. Questions draw attention to key footnotes and word studies to lead you into a deeper understanding of what
you read and then prompt you to consider how to apply what you have learned. For a deeper dive, take advantage of
additional features as you go: not just the other footnotes but also cross-references to Scripture and the Catechism of the
Catholic Church (CCC) that are provided above the footnotes as well as any maps, charts, or essays that are not touched
on in the questions.

Don’t miss these helpful icons as you read! They highlight footnotes that pertain to the Church’s criteria for interpreting
Scripture (see CCC 112-14):
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Read Scripture in light of the Church’s living

.. 2:9-11: Rom 10:9; 14:9; Eph 1:20-21.  2:13: 1 Cor 15:10. 2
tradition

This icon marks notes drawn from the Holy Spirit’s guidance of
Church teaching and the spiritual senses of scripture. Here you'll
find official teaching as well as interpretations from Fathers, Doc-
tors, and saints of the Church.

Be attentive to the “analogy of faith”

Explore notes marked with an icon of keys to learn how the mys-
teries of faith, revealed in Scripture and defined by the Church,
clarify and connect with one another in a unified, coherent way.

May God bless you as you read his word!

4‘ 2:7 emptied himself: The Greek verb kenoo means  serious that we pur

"empty out” or "render void". The idea is, not that
Christ divested himself of divinity when he united himself with
humanity, but that he restricted his rightful exercise of cer-
tain divine abilities during his earthly life and accepted certain
limitations of the human condition. In effect, the Son of God
made himself poor in order to make us rich with his grace
(2 Cor 8:9) (CCC 472). » Christ emptied himself by compress-
ing the glory of his Godhead within our smallness. What he
always was remained perfect and incomprehensible, but what
he assumed was in proportion to the measure of our nature
(St. Gregory of Nyssa, Against Apollinarius).

2:8 death on a cross: The ultimate indignity. Death by cru-
cifixion was the most awful and degrading form of criminal
execution in the ancient world. The Romans reserved it for
slaves and insurrectionists. See note on Mk 15:24.

2:9 exalted him: By raising him from the dead, enthroning
him in heaven, and clothing his humanity with divine glory. A
similar destiny awaits all who humble themselves as Jesus did
(3:21; Lk 14:11).

2:10 every knee should bow: An allusion to the divine

oath in Is 45:23. « Yahweh swore that all peoples, to
the very end of the earth, would acknowledge his Lordship and
bow before him in homage. Paul moves Christ into the center
of this prophecy as the divine Lord destined to be revered by
all. heaven ... earth ... under the earth: The three principal
realms in the world view of ancient Israel (Ex 20:4). Homage
will come from all creatures great and small-the angels and
saints above, the family of man and beasts spread over the
earth, and the dead and the demons of the underworld.

2:11 confess: l.e., acknowledge. Included in this open dec-
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Obadiah

Prepare

Read the Introduction to Obadiah, paying particular attention to the Historical Background, the Message of the
Prophet, and the Christian Perspective on it. What one thing stands out to you, that you would like to remember?

Read the Outline of Obadiah to get an overview of the book. What are its major divisions?

Pray
Use the following questions to guide your reading of Obadiah, going at a pace that is comfortable to you. Before
you begin each new section, pray simply for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit:

Come, Holy Spirit, open my heart to hear and receive these words as what they truly arve, the Word of
God. Enlighten my understanding and give me grace to put what I read into practice in my life. Amen.

Read and Reflect

Read and reflect on Obadiah as follows:

* Pray before you read
 Read a section of biblical text by itself
 Read the text again, referring to the notes that accompany the text

¢ For deeper understanding and to aid in applying what you read, answer the questions that follow. The refer-
ences at the top of each numbered question correspond to particular notes.

At the end of each chapter, review what you have written and linger where you feel drawn, asking the Lord to
speak to your heart and into your life. What do you hear? Respond in prayer and ask his help to live what you hear
in your attitudes and actions this week.



STUDY QUESTIONS

For understanding

1.

1: How did the Lord sometimes communicate with the prophets? How does Obadiah’s name translate in Hebrew? What
1s known about this prophet? Although the words of the book in vv. 2-21 are delivered through the prophet, from where
do they ultimately come? Where is Edom, and how does the Bible identify the Edomites? To what Hebrew words is the
name Edom related? In Hellenistic times, which includes the NT period, how did the territory of Edom become known?
Who do the unidentified speakers seem to be?

3: Perched high in their mountain strongholds, of what do the Edomites boast? What do they forget? To what is the
Hebrew word for “rock” probably an allusion?

10-14: In general, for what are the Edomites indicted? Specifically, with what are they charged? Why is this treachery
all the more inexcusable?

15: What is “the day of the Lorp”? What will the wicked, including the Edomites, face, and what will happen to the
Lord’s afflicted people? At another level, what does Edom exemplify, and what purpose will its downfall serve? In Rab-
binic Judaism, what does Edom become? In what way is the Lord’s punitive justice a proportionate justice?

17: Who are “those that escape”? How shall Jerusalem’s defilement by the Babylonians in 586 B.c. be reversed? Accord-
ing to St. Augustine, if Edom is a figure for the Gentiles, how can we see a prophecy about Christ?

For application

1.

3: We are often encouraged to take pride in things that foster a positive attitude toward ourselves, such as our accom-
plishments or our family. Yet pride is considered one of the seven capital sins. What is the “pride of heart” that Obadiah
condemns in this verse? How is it different from a merely positive self-image? How does a wrongful pride impede a
relationship with God?

4: How does God often deal with prideful people, who “soar aloft like the eagle”? What is the difference between humil-
ity and humiliation, and from where does each originate? In your experience, has humiliation ever served as a remedy
for your pride?

7: Have you ever felt betrayed by a friend, coworker, or ally? What were the consequences? How did you deal with
them? In light of how Jesus forgave those who betrayed him, what do you owe your betrayer?

11-13: When you learn that this same betrayer has suffered a major disaster through his own fault, such as loss of his
livelihood or reputation, how might you be tempted to react? What are some ways you as a Christian might respond?



